Southwest Section Circuit Cup

Commissioner’s Report
May 6, 2006
To the Fencers of the Southwest Section:

Thank you for letting me serve you as Commissioner for the 2005-2006 season. A big thank you goes to the LOC of the five Southwest Section Circuit Cup tournaments. You did a great job! Congratulations to all fencers for a great year of fencing.
Attendance was up from last season in four events, Men’s Epee (248→290), Men’s Foil (204→207), Men’s Sabre (125→171), and Women’s Epee (103→131). Attendance was down in two events, Women’s Foil (101→94), and Women’s Sabre (70→66).*  The overall cycle of fencing in the Section seems to be in a growth pattern over the past four seasons. This bodes well for next year’s fencing season, and should encourage the LOCs in their preparation.
New Ratings earned at the SSCC tournaments were up by one. Last year’s overall new ratings count was 71, this season’s was 72. The Longhorn gave 23 new ratings, the Oz Parsons 9, the Rose Condon 21, the Gulf Coast Open 10, and the Gold Blade 9. Of those, Men’s Epee earned 15 (5A, 5B, 1C, 1D, 3E), Men’s Foil earned 14 (1A, 5B, 3C, 3D, 2E), Men’s Sabre earned 14 (1B, 2C, 8D, 3E), Women’s Epee earned 13 (2A, 4B, 4C, 1D, 2E), Women’s Foil earned 13 (3C, 4D, 6E), and Women’s Sabre earned 3 (1D, 2E). *
I conducted an informal poll at the SSCC events. Some tournaments had more responses than others due to various difficulties in getting the poll distributed. The question was regarding having separate Men’s and Women’s events at the SSCC tournaments or Mixed and Women’s  or No Preference. The results should be considered non-scientific. The no-preference category won with 101 respondents (75 male, 26 female) voting in this category. The mixed and women’s category was second with 94 respondents (41 male, 53 female) voting in this category. The separate category was third with 73 respondents (35 male, 38 female) voting in this category. The Longhorn had 99 respondents, the Oz Parsons had 58 respondents, the Rose Condon had 75 respondents, the Gulf Coast Open had 18 respondents and the Gold Blade Open had 18 respondents. This issue is before the Executive Committee for review.
The Executive Committee is currently reviewing many proposed changes to the SSCC Operations Manual and may vote to make some changes in time for the next season. A couple of major items under review include the format of tournaments (mixed vs. separate), free fencing for the top 3 point earners, and the rolling points system. Please review the Operations Manual on-line prior to the beginning of next season to be aware of any changes made that might affect you as a fencer or an SSCC LOC member. The pre-registration and pre-pay systems proved effective this season to speed up check-in at the SSCC tournaments which used both and should be strongly considered for next season’s tournaments. The elimination of double and triple penalties was also well received. However, the main concern among fencers still seems to be hiring enough well-qualified referees, AND most particularly, using the best referees for the top eight fencers’ bouts. This should be a key concern for next season’s LOCs to consider.
The following are the 2006-2007 Southwest Section Circuit Cup tournaments nominated by their Divisions in order of receipt with tentative dates if available. There may be changes to two of the tournaments. The final listing will be on the Section website as soon as final dates are available after the USFA posts their schedule.

ArkLaMiss Division proposes the Rose Condon, February 24-25, 2007.

Louisiana Division proposes the Crescent City Open, spring, contingent on SSCC requirements.

Oklahoma Division proposes the Oz Parsons Memorial, April 2007.

South Texas Division proposes Austin Fencers Club, LOC, September 23-24, 2006.

North Texas Division proposes Division tournament, waiting on the May meeting for final vote.

Gulf Coast Division proposes Alliance Fencing Academy, LOC, spring.
Border Division declines to propose a tournament for next season.

Congratulations to the fencers who finished top 3 in overall points. Some prizes were donated by the following companies. Please give them your thanks by supporting them with your business.
The Fencing Post www.thefencingpost.com
American Fencers Supply Co. www.amfence.com
Academy Sports and Outdoors, Round Rock  www.academy.com
Zivkovic Modern Fencing Equipment www.zivkovic.com
BJ Smiley Goins Photography

Respectfully, 

BJ Smiley Goins

Commissioner, 
Southwest Section Circuit Cup, 2005-2006

*Statistics based on data available on the Fred website for SSCC tournament results.

SSCC Budget for the 2005-2006 season.

Income
Head Tax:

Longhorn

$296.00
Oz Parsons

$148.00
Rose Condon

$187.00
Gulf Coast Open
$194.00
Gold Blade Open
$136.00






Total Head Tax:

$  961.00
Donations for Prizes (no cash donations):

The Fencing Post


$414.00 (body cords)

American Fencers Supply Co.
$228.00 (gloves)

BJ Smiley Goins Photography
$180.00 (posters)

Zivkovic Fencing Equipment

$  90.00 (grips)


Discount on Purchased Prizes

$111.50

Academy Sports and Outdoors
$  25.00 







Total Prize Donations:
$1,048.50







Total Income:

$2,009.50
Expenses

Waived Event Fees for 2004-2005 Prizes to top 3 winners:

Longhorn

$103.50
Oz Parsons

$200.00
Rose Condon

$225.00
Gulf Coast Open
$240.00
Gold Blade Open
$  77.00   





Total Waived Event Fees

$  845.50

Prizes for 2005-2006 top 3 winners:


Trophies

$151.01

Prizes purchased
$436.99






Total Cost Prizes/Awards:

$  588.00
Administrative Expenses:


Copies, faxes, etc…
$  12.00  






Total Administrative Costs:

$    12.00






Total Expenses:


$1,445.50






Net SSCC Profit/Loss:

$  564.00






Actual Cash Loss:


$(-484.50)
This report is prepared to the best of my knowledge. Some budget numbers were provided by the Section Treasurer.

I submit this report, on this day, May 6, 2006. 
BJ Smiley Goins, Commissioner, SSCC. Revised per Section meeting. BJSG.
