To: Members of the Southwest Section, USFA

From: David Sierra, Southwest Section Circuit Cup Commissioner

RE: SSCC Commissioners Report – 2003-2004 Season

Date: April 30, 2004

It has been another exciting year for the SSCC. We welcomed back many old friends and had record numbers of first time SSCC competitors this season. The season was not without its challenges, but overall, the Local Organizing Committees did an admirable job of putting on the events that they hosted, despite the usual difficulties of venues, equipment, preregistration and referees. 

I want to highlight what I consider the major successes of the SSCC this season and outline some plans for the future. To begin with, the ever-present issue of referees, both quantity and quality. In conjunction with four of the six SSCC events held this year, referee observations and practicals were held, and a number of new rated referees were added to our ranks. Several of these newly rated referees refereed at the NAC in Arlington in March, where the National FOC reps were impressed with the training and experience that the SSCC events gave them. In the future, the SSCC will continue the policy of encouraging LOCs to host referee clinics, training sessions, and practical observations with the goals of further increasing the numbers of available, rated referees and giving up-and-coming referees the opportunity to hone and expand their skills in a competitive setting appropriate to their skill level. Additionally, there are plans proposed to require LOCs to hire specific numbers and levels of referees. 

This year we introduced centralized pre-registration, results reporting and point tabulations on the askFRED website (http://www.askfred.net). While not without the hiccups associated with putting together a new system, overall, this would have to land squarely in the “positives” category. For now and in the future, the current season’s point tabulations will be kept on FRED, and full archives of past seasons will be available on the Section website.  I have been working very closely with Peet Sasaki, the admin and creator of FRED with regard to a number of issues and upgrades on his site, and want to thank him for his diligence and great service he provides to the entire fencing community. Stay tuned for even more features on FRED in the near future. 

With the fantastic growth seen at all SSCC events this year comes new challenges and opportunities. The SWS Executive Committee has approved a number of changes for future seasons and will be deliberating on several more in the near future. Approved measures include a reworking of the designation and scheduling process to allow the LOCs to be designated early and have flexibility of scheduling with regards to NACs and RYCs but maintain priority of SSCC events over other SWS events. Additionally, tournament formats have been standardized to one round of pools with 100% promoted to a single elimination bracket. Tournament bout committees have the possibility to change the format on day of the event if absolutely necessary, but must go through a process that has been standardized and outlined. 

Next year, we will institute a pair of protocols for all SSCC events that should help alleviate issues with respect to tournament management and time constraints (which is impacted by referee pool, venue issues, and competitor issues). First, for all SSCC events, pre-registration will close the Thursday night two weeks prior to the event. After that, registrations will still be taken, but will be subject to a mandatory DOUBLE of registration and event fees. At the door registration will be subject to TRIPLE fees. This process will greatly speed up the checking in of fencers the day of events – one of the major bottlenecks to efficient tournament protocols and allow pre-verification of USFA status and weapon ranking. 

Second, in the interest of fairness and standardization, we will follow National Tournament guidelines for all re-seeds, i.e. all errors that affect placement in the list, or pool placement will cause a re-seed (i.e. club/division errors, classification, etc.), even if fencing has already commenced. It is the fencers’ obligation to report a seeding information error to the bout committee in a timely manner (within 10 minutes of posting). If the information is incorrect in a fencer’s favor, it is still that fencer’s obligation to have this corrected. Critical information for accurate and fair separation in pools is primary/secondary club affiliation, classification and national ranking. Spelling is NOT considered critical information, but should still be addressed to the LOC immediately. Spelling errors are not grounds for reseeding. To efficiently process this requirement and to keep things moving, the EC has approved the following:

•Fencers are required to report any critical error to the bout committee within 10 minutes of the posting.

•If a fencer fails to report an error in his or her information within the 10 minutes following posting that affects seeding, regardless as to whether that fencer believes it will affect the seeding or not, the fencer will be fined $25 or be allowed to withdraw from the event. 

Currently under consideration by the EC are policies regarding Bout Committee/Jury of Appeal compositions, working the SSCC point rankings and/or national rankings in to preliminary seedings, using 4 of the 6 events for point placement, referee hiring policies, tournament composition and giving the top three SSCC point holders from the previous season free entry in their event for the next season. Stay tuned and check the Section website for updates on these situations.

Next season’s LOCs have been designated. They are, in priority of scheduling: South Texas - UT Fencing Club; Louisiana - Louisiana Division; Ark-La-Miss - Ark-La-Miss Division/Caddo Bossier Foundation for Sword Sports; Oklahoma - Redlands Fencing Club; Gulf Coast - Alliance Fencing Academy; North Texas - Lone Star Fencing Center.

Finally, the top six point holders in each weapon are listed below.  Full listings are available on askFRED for the remainder of the season, or on the SWS website in perpetuity.

Men's Epee

 1 Kline, Jared – ST 

 2 Hicks, Randy – OK

 3 Heimsath, Benton – ST 

 4 Bibb, Jonathan –  GC 

 5 Anthony, Kai –NT 

 6 Hicks, Terry –OK 

Women's Epee

 1 Williams, NaRaye – NT 

 2 Gorman, Elizabeth – GC 

 3 Johnson, Karen – ST 

 4 Snider, Kat – ST 

 5 Kocsardy, Nicolette – NT 

 6 Simpson, Suzanne – GC 


Men's Foil

 1 Boksiner, Vitaliy – NT 

 2 Sutter, Colin – GC 

 3 Janca, Robert – ST 

 4 Gasparin, Janos – NT 

 5 Rodriguez, Owens – ST 

 6 Castellani, Enzo – NT 

Women's Foil

 1 Gresham-Fiegel, Carolyn – OK 

 2 Malynn, Darsie – NT 

 3 Brown, Alison – NT 

 4 Malynn, Jackie – NT 

 5 Pike, Julia – GC 

 6 Edwards, Trena – ALM


Men's Sabre

 1 Stusinski, Tomasz – GC 

 2 Wysocki, Joseph – GC 

 3 Forbus, Jared – NT 

 4 Saenz, Xavier (Jay) – NT 

 5 Guerinot, Timothy – GC 

 6 Sexton, Ray – ST 

Women's Sabre

 1 Dotson, Damaris – ST 

 2 Torres, Angela – LA 

 3 Ehrle, Anjea – ST 

 4 Price, Amanda – OK 

 5 Ogrod, Kathryne – OK 

 6 Denham, Rebecca – ST

