Southwest Section Executive Committee
Meeting Minutes

February 5, 2005
I. Call to order
In the absence of the chair, David Sierra called to order the special meeting of the Southwest Section Executive Committee at 5:50 on February 5, 2005, in The Woodlands, TX.

II. Attendees
The following persons were present:  David Sierra, vice-chair and SSCC Commissioner; Jerry Benson, USFA Board; Terry Harkey, Secretary; Anjea Ray, Treasurer; South Texas Representative, Gary Van der Wege; and Gulf Coast Chair, Louise Lepie.  Quorum was present.  Visitors included:  Ray Sexton, Diane Sexton, Karen Johnson, Matt Delevoryas
III. Approval of minutes from last meeting
Reading of the minutes from the last meeting was waived until the regular session in May.
IV. Open issues

A.  Sectional Championships
      1.
Host Rotation


South Texas will need to secure a venue within 2 weeks to avoid a skip in 
rotation 
which would proceed to the next division in the established 
pattern (ALM/ NTX/ 
BTX/ LA/ GC/ OK/ STX). 
      2.
Date for SWS championship is May 14 and 15th which is outside the limits 
of the bylaws.  Secretary mentioned that this bylaw was established when it was 
very complicated to determine qualifiers for Div 2, which is no longer the situation, 
plus schedule will not allow another acceptable date.

MOTION:  Gary Van der Wege moved to allow a tolerance on this season’s date; 
Anjea Ray seconded, unanimously approved.
      3.
Budget and Operations – 



a)
Consensus on format is 1 round of pools with 100% promotion to direct 



eliminations (no repêchage).



b)
A solid referee contingent is available.


c)
Consensus that section officers who work as Bout Committee or referee 



staff would be compensated at the same rate as other staff.



d)
Discussion on pre-registration discounts, late fees and possibility of pre-pay 


registration both online and paper based options which will be explored 



immediately.

B.  Referee Development  

1.
We now have 3 FOC reps in the section (Gary Van der Wege, Jerry Benson, Amgad 

Badawi) and much new ref development is going on.  

2.
System for publishing existing ref data is under development and expected to go 


public this spring.

C. 
SSCC Operations

1.
Slight no-show rate at Longhorn and Oz, 50% no-show on first day of Space City.


2.
Upcoming Events (Rose, Grand Prix, CCO)



a)
Rose flier had error calling men’s events “mixed.”  Grand Prix is women’s and 


men’s and additionally a non-SSCC event at the end of the day.  Discussion of 


whether additional events were allowable at all, Oz Parsons had them and some 


double stripping occurred, but it was generally agreed that if these events are 



after fencing of the SSCC events have concluded, then it was acceptable.  Grand 


Prix will have extra events at end of SSCC events.

3.
Schedule of events for CCO



CCO LOC has resisted communication with the SSCC Commissioner on SSCC 


requirements for 6 events (men’s and women’s foil, epee, and sabre) and instead 


has replaced the men’s events with mixed.  They have advertised this format and 


are currently accepting registration on askFRED as mixed.  This in violation of 


what the section membership 
voted to do with regard to format for SSCC 



tournaments.  Discussion on possible work arounds, but none were found that 


would satisfy the demands of the format and the consensus became clear.


MOTION:  Jerry Benson moved to accept the Commissioner’s report that the 2005 

Crescent City Open was not going to have 3 of the 6 required events, hence no 


longer can be a designated SSCC tournament.; seconded, unanimously approved by 

those present, and opposed by the emailed vote submitted by Angela Torres, 


Southwest Section chair.  Motion passed.
V. New Issues

A.  SSCC schedule


Without the CCO as the 6th SSCC, what now?  After discussion the general consensus 
became it was too late and too crowded on the schedule to try to reassign another 
tournament this season.  This season there will only be 5 SSCC events from which the 
top 4 results will be used for point calculations.

B.
Non-allowable events?  Jerry brought up the fact that we may need better clarification 
regarding non-allowable versus non-interfering events past the six required SSCC 
events.  The Commissioner has been in close contact with the LOC for Grand Prix and 
advised them on how to construct the schedule to avoid interfering with the SSCC 
events. Discussion of possibility needing attention depending on whether anything 
unsatisfactory comes from the Grand Prix’s additional events such as double stripping 
delays and strip/personnel shortages
VI. Adjournment

MOTION:  Anjea Ray moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded. Unanimously approved.  Meeting was adjourned at 6:55.
Minutes submitted by:  Terry Harkey
Minutes approved by:  
